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NOTES ON THE OLD-TIMERS 
CHIMNEY AT VICTORIA PARK
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On	April	7,	2020	John	Hutchings	received	this	email,	and	being	the	effec=ve	
delegator	that	he	is,	forwarded	it	on	to	me.	

Hello	John	-	I	understand	you	are	the	president	of	the	Southern	Alberta	
Pioneers	and	their	Descendants:	
		
I'm	hoping	that	you	can	share	a	li?le	info	about	the	old	chimney	at	Stampede	
Park	that's	connected	to	your	organizaBon.	
		
I’m	a	Toronto-based	travel	writer	who's	doing	a	book	called	111	Places	in	
Calgary	That	You	Must	Not	Miss.	It's	part	of	a	global	travel	series	mainly	aimed	
at	geMng	locals	to	do	deeper	exploraBons	of	their	ciBes.	I	stumbled	upon	the	
old	brick	chimney	at	Stampede	Park	and	their	historian	shared	a	li?le	info	and	
pointed	me	in	your	direcBon….Jennifer	Bain,	travel	writer	

There	is	never	any	such	thing	as	“a	liDle	info”	when	it	comes	to	our	associa=on.	
Covid	isola=on	has	given	me	the	=me	to	dig	in	a	bit.	It	involves	the	early	days	
of	our	associa=on	and	spans	the	many	decades	that	we	have	been	intertwined	
with	the	Stampede.	Star=ng	with	a	call-out	to	past	presidents(	which	resulted	
in	a	lead	in	the	right	direc=on	by	Margaret	Buckley),	I	then	went	on	to	try	to	=e	
up	the	pieces.	I	used	old	Calgary	Herald	ar=cles,	local	websites	(Stampede,	
Glenbow	Western	Research	Centre,	City	of	Calgary	and	the	Calgary	Public	
Library)		and	enjoyed	Jim	Mackie’s	old	Historical	CommiDee	notes	which		
included	summaries	of	old	minutes.	Thank	you	to	Chris=ne	Leppard	(Stampede	
Historical	Specialist),		Carol	Stokes,	(City	of	Calgary	Archivist),and	Peter	Peller,	
(SANDS	librarian,	U	of	C)	for	this	revision	which	clarifies	the	posi=on	of	the	
original	shack	which	was	built	in	1923	on	the	Exhibi=on	grounds.	And	to	
Jennifer	Bain,	than	you	for	your	curiosity	in	recognizing	that	there	was	a	story	
behind	the	bricks,	but	most	of	all	for	wri=ng	such	an	affec=onate	and	quirky	
book	on	Calgary.
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1908: The Dominion Exhibition was held in Victoria Park.  Guy Weadick first 
visited Calgary as part of the Miller Brothers 101 Wild West Show.


1883 August 11: arrival of the 
first train in Calgary 

1884: a group of Old Timers 
formed the Calgary and District 
Agricultural Society.


1886: The first Fair


1905:The Province of Alberta 
is created out of the North 
West Territories

                      The Industrial Exhibits building is seen in the centre

The words ‘First’, ‘Jubilee’, ‘Golden’ and now ‘Centennial’ 
describe many of the events and anniversaries beign 
celebrated in Calgary since the arrival of “F” Troop of the 
NWMP in 1875 and the establishment of Fort Brisebois at 
the strategic site overlooking the Bow and Elbow Rivers. 
The name was changed to Fort Calgary the following year 
on the suggestion of Colonel James MacLeod. Treaty seven 
was signed the following year in 1877. 


1886 Fair- East of Elbow
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The original oval was laid out NW/SE.  The Indian Village 
was along 2nd St E ( Macleod Trail) and the Industrial 
Exhibits Building was by the north entrance on 17th 
Avenue, (The oval was reconfigured in 1974 with a new 
grandstand and racetrack) 

N
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The	Industrial	Exhibits	building	was	built	for	the	Dominion	Exhibi=on,	
and	was	located	on	the	south	side	of	17th	avenue	where	the	Corral	is	
now.	It	was	destroyed	by	fire	in	1931	but	in	1908	was	part	of	a	well	
landscaped	feature	along	with	an	art	pavilion	further	to	the	east.	

Stampede Archives
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1912:  the First Stampede 

 Guy Weadick returned to Calgary wanting to start an Old West Show. 
The manager, Ernie Richardson, introduced ] him to the Big Four, who 
financed what would be the first Stampede, an event held alongside the 
annual exhibition.

1919: Guy Weadick was invited back to help organize another Stampede. 

This was called the Victory Stampede. The first permanent Grandstand was 

erected. Victoria Pavilion opened as a livestock   show and sales arena.

 1922: On January 9, The Southern Alberta Pioneers’ and Old Timers 
Association was incorporated. It was a Benevolent, Social and Historical 
association composed  of men who were resident of Southern Alberta prior to 
December 31, 1890.  The Women’s Association was formed in March.


1914-18

 The war years 
followed. The Calgary 
Exhibition continued 
and helped gain 
support fo the war 
effort.
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1923
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              1923: The Pioneer Village
 With a recession occurring in Western Canada, the Exhibition 
had been running a deficit for three years and there was a need 
to save the exhibition. In 1923, The Calgary Stampede merged 
with the Calgary Industrial Exhibition to form what would be 
officially branded the Calgary Exhibition & Stampede. Guy 
Weadick was hired as the arena manager to offer more 
entertainment.

The Old-Timers were approached to consider participating with 
the stampede for the upcoming year. On May 10, the executive 
met. They agreed to co-operate and at that time considered 
erecting a tent on the exhibition grounds.
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May 26 1923  “Guy Weadick and EL Richardson addressed the 
meeting and asked for Pioneer support. Referred to the fact that 
the HBC were putting up a post which the pioneers could use, It 
was decided to look into the pioneers building a pioneer hut. A 
committee was appointed and plans were to be drawn up.”

 “… appointed a committee for the purpose of preparing a sketch 
of a log building which is proposed to erect on the exhibition 
grounds as a headquarters for the members of the Association 
during the stampede.”

 May 14, 1923: The agenda for a joint executive meeting included 
a discussion on the idea of building a replica of a Pioneer Cabin on 
the Stampede Grounds.
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“… expressed the opinion that a reasonable amount  of money could be 
raised for such a purpose and that he would be prepared to contribute… 
was authorized to place an order at once with the Eau Claire Lumber Co. 
for 100 logs to be delivered at the Exhibition Grounds, and that the 
selection of the logs  be left in Mr. Jackson’s hands.”

June 7 1923 ‘… presented a report on behalf of the log shack building 
committee. He reported that the Eau Claire Lumber Co. were now making 
delivery of 100 logs to the building site… “ reported that …. had received 
subscriptions to the building fund amounting to $150.00” “ … authorized to 
make an appeal to the members generally for subscriptions of $1.00 and 
upwards to the building fund.”

Charlie Jackson reported back 5 days later



Page  of 11 42

Plans are outlined for the  
frontier town. 


A permanent log 
headquarters for the Old-
Timers  will be  built 
alongside a log building 
reproduction of a Hudson’s 
Bay Trading Post.


This is the fiftieth anniversary 
of the NWMP so the RCMP 
will also hold a reunion (this 
was sometimes referred to 
as the Jubilee Exhibition).


Will include a large Indian 
encampment.


June 21, 1923 “… reported that the walls of the shack 
had been erected to the roof plates and that the roof 
would be completed and walls ready for chinking 
during the next few days. It was decided that the walls 
should be chinked inside and out with cement, lime, 
and sand.   It was decided to put in a rough board 
flooring.  The question of using the surplus logs for the 
erection of a rough kitchen at the rear of the shack was 
discussed and left in abeyance until the next meeting of 
the Committee.”

Calgary Herald: June 9,1923
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June 28, 1923  “… on motion … it was decided that instead of chinking 
the log shack with cement, lime, and sand, as previously decided on, to 
chink it with fibre plaster, As … was considered the latter material would 
be more serviceable…the business meeting was adjourned at 1:30 PM 
for the purpose of attending at the exhibition grounds to sod the roof of 
the shack.  About 25 members were in attendance at this function which 
was completed in a  most satisfactory manner.” 

June 1923
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 Charles Jackson will build a fireplace in the shack covered with shale 
clay and horse hair. The base will be made of limestone flags from the pit 
at Shaganappi point.

The Calgary Herald reported the progress the next day, describing 
the hut having a height of 12 logs and being about 20 feet long and 
ten wide 

June 29 Calgary Herald



Page  of 14 42

July 13, 1923

smaller and less pretentious than the 
HBC store 

buffalo skull hung above the door 

moose horns on the sod roof 

inside decorated with bear, muskrat, 
coyote and wolf hides and a faded 
picture of the town council 
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 a stuffed badger stands upon the 
mud mantel shelf above the old-
fashioned clay fireplace. 

 an old chair decorated with many 
polished steer horns which are in 
the opinion of the man in charge, 
genuine buffalo horns. 

Buffalo chair photo taken 1954 
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14 July 1923

Fireplace of 
mud and willow 

a tent kitchen to the 
north, with stag horns, 
elks antlers and moose 
jaws placed with 
studied carelessness on 
the roof

(note the cupola of 
the exhibition 
building in the 
background)
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1923 was the most successful exhibition in history. 
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The Old-Timers met again 
in June with Guy Weadick 
and Ernie Richardson to 
talk about their part in the 
programme for upcoming 
Stampede

1924

Throughout Stampede week, the Old-Timer’s hut was used to receive 
guests.  At others times, it was loaned out to various groups.

This aerial map on the city website is taken in October, 1924. 
It shows the HBC trading post and the Old Timers hut as 
being the only permanent structures in the Indian Village. The 
Industrial Exhibits Builiding domed roof-top is visible. 
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1925
The Jubilee or the Police Stampede honouring 
50 years since the NWMP had built Fort Calgary


The Old-Timer hut was reroofed for this occasion, 
upgrading from the sod roof. A small kitchen 
addition was approved. 

JJ McHugh and Lady 
Lougheed in front of the Old-
timers hut in Red River cart. 


 The NWMP and HBC 
buildings are in the rear 
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1925

Although this description has the Old-Timers hut located in the 
foreground, the roof line and other photos suggest that this 
building is actually the Post Office Building. This was built in 
1925 as the Dominion Forestry Department building. It then 
became the the Stampede Ranger Station (1925-36) before 
finally being known as the Post Office Building. It now houses the 
fudge shop in Weadickville. (The NWMP hut has been moved in 
from Morley to join the other huts.)
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The Post Office

Indian Village

 Hudson;’s Bay Company 
Trading Post 

NWMP (originally 
from Morley)

Old-Timers hut
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\

              1925-1950  
                                  The Old-Timers Hut 

              or called “ the Shack” or “the Log Cabin” 


1925
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~1940

Walter Birney at the stove in the kitchen attached 
to the hut.


The visitors gathered in the hut, then went into the 
tent for tea
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These years were considered the Golden Age of the Stampede. 
Calgary was booming.  It was a time when “big was better and 
biggest was best”. “Canada’s Greatest Outdoor Pageant” was 
becoming the Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth.” With the 
retirement of General Manage Yule in 1951, the new General 
Manager Maurice Hartnett embarked on a period of careful and 
successful planning.

The Corral was built in 
1950. The huts moved to 
the new Fort Calgary 
stockade area to make 
way for the Corral 
construction.


The Big Four was opened 
in 1959


(In 1968 the stampede 
expanded north of 17th 
Ave and the original 
Round-Up Centre was 
built) 


(In 1974 the new larger 
grandstand was built and 
repositioned to the south-
east corner of the park 
and the Indian Village 
relocated to the south)


(In 1983 the Saddledome 
officially opened)


1950’s
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1950


The 
Stockade

Plans were put in 
place to build a 
replica of the old 
1975 Fort,  moving 
the NWMP, HBC, 
Old-Timer’s and 
Post Office huts to 
within the 
stockade.


new entrance
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1950-54: The Huts were moved inside the stockade. 
Modern improvements were made with an enlarged 
kitchen and dining room facilities behind the hut. Not 
everyone liked the changes. “It’s getting altogether too 
modern.”
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Discussions began  
to build a memorial 
building perpetuate 
the memory of the 
pioneers and to 
store the archives 

The Old-Timers contracted HOBART DOWLER  from Pigeon Lake to 
design and construct the Southern Alberta Pioneer’s Memorial 
Building on the Lindsay site.


Between 1951 and 1954, there was much back and forth between 
the members with some wanting to build on the Lindsay site, some 
wanting to stay on the Exhibition site.  Since building on the 
exhibition site would mean turning ownership over to the CE&S, the 
members decided on the Lindsay site and they received a work 
permit in March of 1954.  The CE&S in turn contracted Dowler to 
build their own log building within the stockade to replace the 
shack.    


April 19 1955: At a joint Meeting of the mens and women’s group, Mr. 
Hartnett, manager of the Calgary Exhibition Board, showed the 
meeting plans drawn up by the Board of a proposed building to be 
built on the Stampede Grounds which would replace the existing Old 
Timers’ Shack. This new building would be dedicated as a Memorial 
to the Pioneers and Old Timers of Southern Alberta and would be 
turned over for the exclusive use of the Old Timers during Stampede 
week and used by the Exhibition Company for their many activities 
during the rest of the year. The meeting was unanimous in their 
approval of the plans, and of the shack to be torn down.

1951



Page  of 28 42

                       1955

       Golden Jubilee of Alberta

June 3, 1955

The Exhibition Board’s  
major contribution for the 
Jubilee exhibition would be 
the construction of a new 
building for use of the 
Southern Alberta Pioneer’s 
Association. The whole of 
the interior of the fort will be 
replanned. 
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Large windows, cloakrooms, washrooms and a modern kitchen 
made a big change from the old shack. 


There was some confusion with the names in 1955. The  Old-
Timers cabin/hut was used to describe both buildings; the 
memorial building on the Lindsay site ( which had officially opened 
on June 8), and the new log cabin within the stockade on the 
exhibition grounds.  Although by 1956 the official name was Fort 
Calgary House, it was still sometimes called the “New Old Timers 
Hut” or the log cabin. The Old-Timers preferred to call it the log 
cabin rather than Fort Calgary House.


The official opening of the new hut within the stockade was on 
Monday, July 11, 1955.
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Although the official opening was in July of 1955, they were still putting 
the final touches on the building in January on 1956 and anticipating an 
official opening in 1956!


January 4, 1956
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The Pioneers gathered every day for tea from 2:00 to 5:00 in Fort 
Calgary House. The daily features changed throughout the years


Monday: McDougall Day/Director’s day


Tuesday Macleod-Pinkham Day/Pioneer day/Past-Presidents Day


Wednesday: City Executive Day/Past President’s Day/Country Day/
Pioneer Day


Thursday: Country Executive Day/Country Day/Past President’s 
Day/Country and Neighbouring Associations Day


Friday: Pioneer Daughter Day/Pioneer Sons and Daughter Day 


Saturday: Pioneer Sons Day, but always Pancake Day
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1956
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1958 The Old timers hut, Post Office, 
NWMP remained prominent features of the Fort 
Calgary area of the Stampede
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        1959

Fort Calgary House shown within the Stockade 
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1960’s
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Alison Jackson collection, Calgary Public Library

Fort Calgary House 1955-1979



Page  of 37 42

Initial plans to build a reenactment of the original Fort Calgary at the 
confluence  of the Bow and Elbow consider the restoration and 
relocation of  Fort Calgary House,  but in the end, a newer version of the 
original fort will be built at that site, and opened as an interpretive centre 
in 1978.

March 1979

1978- Fort Calgary 
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1979 

Fort Calgary House has to make way for the 
LRT and hosts its last Stampede in 1979. It 
was feared the LRT would go through the 
fireplace.


The replacement structure would have to 
change names to avoid confusion with the 
newly developing Fort Calgary site at the 
confluence. 

Will be called ROTARY HOUSE in 
recognition of a $200,000 donation towards its 
construction.  


The interior was furnished by the Southern 
Alberta Pioneers with artifacts on loan to the 
stampede


1979 July 7 
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           Fort Calgary House

                     

                         The Chimney
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When I responded to the inquiry about the chimney, it was a relief that the wording on the 
plaque was a bit ambiguous and I could reply with an equally ambiguous agreement until 
more details were unearthed.


There was a log cabin erected in 1923 and that cabin was on the original Exhibition Grounds, 
although the exact location was further to the east


Along with the Hudson’s Bay Company trading post, the original shack formed the 
beginnings of a pioneer town alongside the Indian Village. By 1925, these were joined by the 
NWMP building had been brought in from Morley and the Dominion Forestry Building (which 
would become known as the Post Office Building), 


Charles Jackson oversaw the construction of the sod roof hut.The fireplace was constructed 
of mud and willows and had a mud mantel shelf on which a stuffed badger was placed.


In 1925, for the Jubilee anniversary of Fort Calgary and the arrival of the  NWMP, the hut was 
re-roofed and a small kitchen attached.


In 1950, the huts were moved over to the newly built Fort Calgary stockade in the NW corner 
of the grounds.


In 1955, for the Provincial Jubilee, the shack was torn down and replaced by a Dowler built 
log structure. Fort Calgary House would be the Stampede Week home of the Old-Timers for 
25 years. This same year the Memorial Building was constructed. Since we know that Hobart 
Dowler built the fireplace in the Memorial Building, we would assume he built this new 
fireplace as well.


In 1979 the LRT was built and  Fort Calgary House was sold and moved off, leaving the 
fireplace. It has been understood that the building moved to a farm east of Calgary. 


The present chimney appears to be in the identical spot as when it was in Fort Calgary House 
and is marked by the plaque. Perhaps we can do a correction but why let the truth get in a 
way of a good story?  

This Fireplace was part of a Log Cabin.  A Log Cabin was 
constructed in 1925 on the original exhibition grounds by the 
Southern Alberta Pioneers 


A LOG CABIN WAS
….
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